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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Petition for Cancellation

Notice is hereby given that the following party requests to cancel indicated registration.

Petitioner Information

Name Jonathan J Benson

Entity Individual Citizenship UNITED STATES

Address 11115 Fairfax Court
Thornton, CO 80233
UNITED STATES

Correspondence
information

Jonathan J Benson
Manager
Roadsideimports LLC
11115 Fairfax Court
Thornton, CO 80233
UNITED STATES
roadsideimports@yahoo.com Phone:775-655-3958

Registration Subject to Cancellation

Registration No 1154620 Registration date 05/19/1981

Registrant BENCHMADE KNIFE COMPANY, INC.
300 BEAVERCREEK RD.
OREGON CITY, OR 97045
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Subject to Cancellation

Class 008. First Use: 1979/07/05 First Use In Commerce: 1979/07/05
All goods and services in the class are cancelled, namely: Knife where Handle Revolves Around the
Blade

Grounds for Cancellation

Immoral or scandalous matter Trademark Act section 2(a)

The mark comprises matter that, as a whole, is
functional

Trademark Act section 2(e)(5)

Genericness Trademark Act section 23

Violates the provisions of Trademark Act § 4 Trademark Act § 4 (collective and certification
marks)

Attachments TTABAppeal.pdf ( 22 pages )(2364913 bytes )

Certificate of Service

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of this paper has been served upon all parties, at their address



record by First Class Mail on this date.

Signature /Jonathan Benson/

Name Jonathan J Benson

Date 04/15/2009



1. I am asking the Appeal Board for the following: 
 

To expunge the registration of the trade-mark BALI-SONG (serial 73235045  - 
registration 1154620) in association with “pocket knives, namely butterfly knives, 
based on its prior use and generic term “balisong”.  The trade-mark registration is 
plainly invalid for Genericness. 

 

2. I am asking the Appeal Board for these requests because: 
 

The mere use of “balisong” as appears in the caption of the federal court case United States 
v. 1,044 Balisong Knives, Civ. Action No. 70-110 (D. Ore. Sept. 28, 1970) (decided almost 
nine years before the alleged date of first use in commerce of U.S. Trademark Registration 
No. 1,154,620, obtained at some time in the past by Benchmade from Bali-Song, Inc., the 
absence of any mention of which in Benchmade’s complaint being rather curious) or in any 
of the multitude of subsequent court decisions referring to balisongs.  Right?  If I am 
mistaken, please direct me to the web page at issue where you find BALI-SONG to be 
improperly used instead of the generic term balisong. 

“Balisong” is a Barrio in Batangas Philippines, the home of the original Balisong. 
Balisong, as history tells us, traces it's ancestry to as far back as 800 A.D.,  
as one of the ancient weapons of the mystic art of the Malaya-Polynesian  
fighting systems -- Kali.. It is not clear whether the Balisong knife took its name from it's  
birthplace, Barrio Balisong in the province of Batangas, Philippines (as  
some claim) or the barrio itself took its name from the knife, which has  
been made there since time immemorial.  
 
While the meaning of the term "balisong" is not entirely clear, a popular belief is that it is 
derived from the Tagalog Language words baling sungay. 
Balisong, literally means "broken horn", from the two words "bali" (which means "to 
break") and "sung" (which means "horn"). It is not incidental, therefore, that the original 
Balisong knives have handles carved out of animal horns. 
 
A “balisong”, otherwise known as a butterfly knife or a Batangas knife, is a  
Philippine folding pocket knife with two handles counter-rotating around the  
tang such that, when closed, the blade is concealed within grooves in the  
handles. 

 

 

 

 



 

3. I am asking the Appeal Board for the following: 
 

To expunge the registration of the trade-mark BALI-SONG (serial 73235045  - 
registration 1154620) Violates on grounds of Immoral and Scandalous Matters 

4. I am asking the Appeal Board for these requests because: 

 
The BALI-SONG trademark is used in unfair competition and unsound lawsuits to 
force knife sellers and knife makers to pay compensation to Benchmade Knife 
Company whom is the BALI-SONG trademark holder. 
 
Benchmade claims that the mere use of the word “balisong”  infringes on the 
trademark name of “BALI-SONG”  This is evident in the court case against me 
Civil Case No. CV 08-00967-HA.  The charges claim that no one is allowed to 
use the word “balisong”  because “It is likely to cause confusion and constitutes 
intentional passing off and unfair competition” 
 
I would like to ask the Appeal Board how can the use of a word that is generic 
and is a functional word that accurately describes a particular knife style be 
deemed as “UNUSABLE”? 
 
I got lawyer representation and Benchmade offered a settlement of extortion in 
my opinion telling me I no longer was allowed to use the word “Balisong”  and 
that I must disclose all my customer information on the purchases of balisong 
knives to their company. 
 
I spent $15,000 on a lawyer to defend my position against the allegations of 
misuse of the word “balisong” and Benchmade dropped all communication with 
my lawyer and forced a trial procedure.   I lost my lawyer do to financial ruin 
because of this matter.  I wrote to the court for Pro-Bono and was granted this 
matter. 
 
I became angry about this matter and I posted a video on YouTube explaining 
how and what to do if Benchmade attacked other sellers of “balisong” knives 
online and posted the information about filing a TTAB hearing. 
 
1 week to the date after the posting of the video and disclosing the information to 
the general public.  Benchmade amended the lawsuit against me making false 
claims “To streamline the lawsuit, plaintiffs are withdrawing their trademark 
infringement, unfair competition and dilution with respect to plaintiffsʼ registered 
trademarks BALI-SONG” 



 
This is not acceptable behavior because Benchmade forced me to spend 
$15,000 defending myself against the use of the word “balisong” they pressed 
the issue forcibly and would not settle but once I posted video content to the 
general public this matter was then simply dropped? 
 
The fact should be that the Appeal Board should not allow such reckless 
behavior and cost the court system and the American tax payers thousands of 
dollars in frivolous lawsuits on such a generic term. 
 
 
 
5. I am asking the Appeal Board for the following: 
 

To expunge the registration of the trade-mark BALI-SONG (serial 73235045  - 
registration 1154620) Violates the provisions of Trademark Act 

6. I am asking the Appeal Board for these requests because: 

 
“trademark" is defined as a mark used or proposed to be used on or in 
connection with goods distinguishing them from those manufactured or sold by 
others. 
 
trade⋅mark 
1.  any name, symbol, figure, letter, word, or mark adopted and used by a 
manufacturer or merchant in order to designate his or her goods and to 
distinguish them from those manufactured or sold by others. A trademark is a 
proprietary term that is usually registered with the Patent and Trademark Office 
to assure its exclusive use by its owner. 
2.  a distinctive mark or feature particularly characteristic of or identified with a 
person or thing. 
 
BALI-SONG is a word that has been hyphenated.  The trademark is deceptive in 
nature.  The word “MILK”  is a defined word and is generic and therefore “MI-LK”  
can not be a registered trademark to deceive and give unfair advantage to other 
sellers of “MILK” products. 
 
 








































